The study opens with an elegant discussion of how Freemasonry spread around the globe between 1727 and 1816. Four Grand Lodges based in the British Isles-the Grand Lodge of Scotland, the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the "Ancients," and the "Moderns" (the latter two both based in London)-alternately competed and cooperated in establishing lodges wherever British Masons found themselves sojourning. Military lodges, commonly associated with army regiments, were particularly important in establishing Freemasonry as a global presence during the eighteenth century. Harland-Jacobs's account of the fraternity's spread makes the compelling argument that the fraternity grew organically because it met the social and economic needs of its members rather than because the offi cers of the Grand Lodges developed an articulated and premeditated plan to extend infl uence.
Harland-Jacobs's discussion of the ramifi cations of the tension between the fraternity's ideology of egalitarian brotherhood and the empire's hierarchical, racialized ethos, which sought to differentiate between the rulers and the subjugated, forms one of the most compelling components of this work. The tension that existed between what she terms "brothering" and "othering," she contends, illuminates the crucial period of British imperialism between 1840 and 1870. Freed slaves in the Caribbean, Muslim, Hindu, and Parsi believers in India, and African-American members of the Prince Hall Masonic order in the United States all sought recognition from British Masonic offi cials of their claims to legitimacy for inclusion within the brotherhood. Harland-Jacobs intricately describes how the parameters of who would be accepted into the fraternity changed over time and place. Frequently, policy makers near the imperial center acted more liberally in admitting indigenous people than their brothers on the political periphery.
Although anchored in Masonic primary sources, Builders of Empire, as its title indicates, is fi rmly grounded in the historiography of the British Empire. Harland-Jacobs's primary interest lies in how Freemasonry served as a cultural resource facilitating the expression of political power. This interpretation, however, casts the fraternity in too functionalist a light and portrays Freemasonry as simply an early manifestation of the Chamber of Commerce. A failure to adequately examine and contextualize the rituals defi ning Masonic membership is the work's primary shortcoming. By focusing so strongly on Masonic bureaucracy and administration, Harland-Jacobs leaves the reader wondering what motivated merchants, government offi cials, and other imperial fi gures to don aprons, wave trowels, and symbolically claim association with guilds of stoneworkers.
As imperial history, this scholarship also focuses largely on the Brit-ish rather than on the empire's indigenous subjects. The British, including Lord Carnavon (the Colonial Secretary), Captain James Cook (the noted explorer), Robert Baden-Powell (the hero of the Boer War and founder of the Boy Scouts), and Charles Cornwallis (the governor of India), are the actors in this account. Indians, Native Americans, residents of Gibraltar, and other non-European individuals residing in colonized areas are ascribed less agency. The author tells us how the United Grand Lodge of England reacted when Prosonno Coomar Dutt, a Hindu merchant from Calcutta, petitioned for fraternal membership, but she does not explicitly explain why Dutt wished to join. Similarly, because of its focus upon British colonies and lodges this study buttresses the English tradition of claiming primacy for British Freemasonry. During Harland-Jacobs's period, continental European Freemasonry developed in various directions, some quite different from the British strain explicated here. While mentioning that some French Masonic lodges admitted women in the eighteenth century, for example, and noting that an atheistic "Latin Masonry" developed in the nineteenth century, this book creates the erroneous impression that Protestant, monarchical, British Freemasonry was the global Masonic movement's most signifi cant manifestation. Thus, Simon Bolivar, José Marti, Giuseppe Garibaldi, Benito Juarez, and other non-Anglophone leaders who combined political leadership with Masonic membership are marginalized.
With these caveats, Builders of Empire is an important contribution. Harland-Jacobs presents a cogent argument based upon a rich array of primary sources. She brings long overdue recognition to the importance of Freemasonry to the culture of the British Empire and provides a fi rm foundation upon which other scholars can build. Captain Cook is always with us. His meaning is dependent upon one's socially, culturally, and historically situated perspective, a phenomenon that only adds to his importance. He exists as a sort of Rorschach test of one's attitude toward, inter alia, religion, colonization, the nature of historical events, the relative determinacy of cultural ver-
